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OPENING VERSES 
“God did not spare his own Son, but delivered him up for us all” —Romans 8:32a 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

We will glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, our life, and resurrection. 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 

contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 

LESSON I 
Read Mark 15:1-15 

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, 
made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 2 “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” asked Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again 
Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.” 5 But Jesus still 
made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the 
people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in 
the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 9 “Do you want me to 
release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had 
handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 
12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 13 “Crucify him!” they 
shouted. 14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to 
be crucified. 

 
Pray 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son humbled himself by becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross:  
Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 

peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
 
Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON II 
Read Mark 15:16-20 
16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole company of 
soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18 And they 



began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and 
spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the 
purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 
Pray  

Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption:  
Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
 
Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON III 
Read Luke 23:26 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put 
the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  
 

Read Luke 9:23-25 
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily 
and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 
25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?  
 

Pray 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve:  
Bless all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and 

courage, they man minister in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy. 
Strengthen us, that we ourselves may take up our cross daily; for the love of him who laid down his life for us, 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
 

LESSON IV 
Read Luke 23:27-31 

27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned 
and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For 
the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the 
breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then “‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 
31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
 

Pray 
Teach your Church, O Lord, to mourn the sins of which it is guilty, and to repent and forsake them;  
that, by your pardoning grace, the results of our iniquities may not be upon us or our children; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
 
Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON V 
Read John 19:23-24 

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, 
with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 “Let’s 



not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might 
be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.”  
So this is what the soldiers did. 

 
Pray 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be spit upon:  
Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory that shall be 

revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON VI 
Read Mark 15:22-25, 27 

22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered 
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast 
lots to see what each would get. 25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him.  27 They crucified two 
rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left.  

 
Read Luke 23:34-43 

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They 
offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a written notice 
above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he 
said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

Pray 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 

come within the reach of your saving embrace:  
So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to 

the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.  
 

Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON VII 
Read Mark 15:33-37 

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”). 35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 36 Someone ran, 
filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see 
if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 
 

Pray 
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious 

resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy:  
Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; who lives 

and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 



Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON VIII 
Read Mark 15:40-45 

40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. 
Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there. 42 It was Preparation Day (that is, 
the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the 
Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 
44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had 
already died. 45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.  

 
Pray 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death:  
Grant to us your servants so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep 

peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies’ sake.  
 

Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God,  
Holy and mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 

 

LESSON IX 
John 19:39-42 

39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with 
the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was 
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it 
was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 
Pray 

O God, your blessed Son was laid in a tomb in a garden, and rested on the Sabbath day;  
Grant that we who have been buried with him in the waters of baptism may find our perfect rest in his 

eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
 
Silence may be kept 
 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

 

LISTEN & RESPOND 
Take some time to sit in silence in response to God’s love for you.  
Journal your response and prayers. 
 
Closing Prayer 

We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion of sin and death and brought us 
into the kingdom of your Son; and we pray that, as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may 
raise us to eternal joys. 

To Christ our Lord who loves us, and washed us in his own blood, and made us a kingdom of priests to serve his 
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  

 


