
 
 

Eastertide: A Season of Alleluias 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power 
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the 
proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may 
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 
joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. —1 Peter 1:3-9 

At Easter, we celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus—and 
what a celebration it was!! The day was wonderful, from 
(early) beginning to end. The music, the voices, the word, 
the body of Christ rejoicing and exulting together in the 
Resurrection: wow! At Easter, we celebrate in full what 
we really celebrate every week: that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
triumphant even over cruelty, betrayal, sin, and death: 
Alleluia!  And so we exclaim “Alleluia” for a whole season 
as we remember how our Living Lord proved the powers 
of this world to be powerless and his love for us limitless. 
Now through Pentecost (June 5), we are in the Season of 
Alleluias, the season of remembering and rejoicing in the 
stories of the Resurrection.    
One tradition in the Church is that the days following 
Easter should be especially filled with “joy and laughter.”  
As early as the 4th Century, theologians were describing 
how God, in raising Jesus from the tomb, had the last 
laugh over sin, death, and evil. Some thought of it as a 
good joke, as though God pulled one over on the devil by 
making him think he had won. There was even an official 
term for the "humor" of the empty tomb: "Risus 
Paschalis", which means the "Easter Laugh." 

It's maybe a strange way to think about it, but the victory 
God has won for us in Christ is certainly something to be 
cheerful about. In honor of this season's remembrance 

of Our Father pulling one over on the devil, you might 
want to take some time today to find/tell your favorite 
"dad jokes" (for those who don't know, dad jokes are the 
corniest, silliest jokes around). 

Here's one of my favorites: In Bermuda, banana pie is $2. 
In Jamaica, that same pie sells for $2.50. These are the 
Pie-rates of the Caribbean. 

Ahahaha, it's good right?! May you rejoice in the 
Resurrection of Jesus with all your heart, knowing that in 
and through it you are able to know the love, mercy, and 
power of God.  Alleluia! 

—Pastor Magan 

 

Middlesettlements U.M.C. Chuch Council 
Minutes of Called Meeting 

April 23, 2022 
Attending:    
Kathy Puckett, Magan Stubblefield, David Lewis, David 

Wells, J.B. O’Connor, Jake Turnmire, John Davis, Justin 
Marcus, Karen Lewis, Kathryn Charbonneau, Laura 
Floyd, Megan Marcus, Richard Davis, LeAnne Moore, 
Josh Marler, Brenda Crisp, Mike Andes 

Brenda Crisp from the Middlesettlements Cemetery 
Association reported on the problem in the cemetery 
caused by the maple trees. Their roots are invading and 
causing problems with the gravesites and markers. The 
cemetery association has a quote of $22,000 to remove 
all the maples and the hackberry tree, grind the stumps 
and remove the roots that are messing up graves. 
Enough funds are currently available to the cemetery 
association to do this project. The cedars will remain as 
they are not causing problems. Sam Love will be helping 
with getting the lawn level and grass growing. 

The Council considered this information as a motion to 
the Council to accept the Cemetery Association’s plan to 
remove the trees and repair graves.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
  



Faithfulness 

"I will support the church with my presence, prayers, gifts 

and service!"  (Membership vow) 

March S.S. Worship Offering 

6 58 96 $7,813 

13 48 90 $2,263 

20 57 98 $4,318 

27 60 94 $2,301 

April S.S. Worship Offering 

3 74 106 $12,165 

10 71 102 $4,514 

17 91 186 $5,839 

24 77 118 $1,958 

Budget amount needed 
2022: $81,277 

Budget amount received 
2022: $81,389 

Louisville Christian Assistance Center: $405 
Special offering for Missionaries: $25 (April) 

Total Offering: $405 
Lenten Offering: $199 (April) Total: $459 

Memorials: $100 
Ukraine: $600 

Dale Love Scholarship: $25 
Upper Room: $53.90 

Evangelism (Backpack): $480 

“Remember the Church in your will” 

 
2022 Hands-On Mission Project – 

 Holston Annual Conference 
Unlike school supplies, food items have expiration 

dates. Be sure and check the dates and make sure 
they do not expire until 2023 to cover transport time. 

Note: A $5.00 donation for packing and shipping is 
to accompany each bucket. The $5.00 is to be on top 
of bucket (please do not put money in the bucket!). 

1-Bag Corn Meal (4-5 lb. bag) 
1 bag grits, butter flavor 

1 - bag rice (2 lbs.) 
1 - bag dried beans (2 lb.) 

1 box powdered milk (10 oz. or less) 
1 box quick/instant oats (18 oz. or less) 

1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 
1 box Splenda/Sucralose (50 ct. or less) 

Canned Meat (2 lb. total) 

 
May 1, Gary Kuhlman, Lois Malkemes  

May 4, Rayley Simpson, Margie Davis  

May 5, Chris Caldwell  

May 7, Ellen Jenkins  

May 8, Irina Watkins  

May 9, Joyce Overton  

May 10, John Stubblefield  

May 15, Sally Jo Sullivan  

May 17, Donna Hembree 

May 21, Rex Bloomer  

May 23, Steven Keylon  

May 24, Staci Lawhorn  

May 27, Daniel Floyd, Keith McAmis 

May 29, Grace Sawyer  

May 30, Megan Marcus  

June 1, Shelly Milligan  

June 3, Carson Wells  

May Anniversaries 

May 15, Jason & Holly Roe 

May 26, Jesse & Lori Wilkerson  
 

 
Altar Flowers for our Sanctuary 
If you would like to help with flowers for our 
altar  please see Joyce Overton 
tnauntjo@gmail.com or 865.705.6990. 
 

It’s Time to Register 
for Summer Camp! 
All the information 
you need to sign up 
for summer camp at 
Camp Wesley Woods 
or other Holston 

camps can be found at 
www.holstoncamping.com. Our Church offers 
half off-camp scholarships. Please see Karen 
Lewis for more information (or to get the 
scholarship code). Last summer, we had 2 
children go to camp from our Church, and they 
had an excellent time!!!  

http://www.holstoncamping.com/


 
Middlesettlements Elementary 

Food Ministry 
  Thank you VERY much to 
everyone that helped with the 
Easter bags. We sent home 36 
Easter bags this year. Immanuel 
UMC provided bags too. We have 
around 3 weeks of school left. Then 
these children will be faced with 
summer without their backpack 
food on Fridays  Our team wants to 
keep the ministry going like we 
have for the last few summers. We 
will deliver food and books to these 
children each Monday. We are 
going to have some help from 
Immanuel UMC and Smoky View 
Baptist delivering and providing 
food this year. If you want to 
donate money to help us buy the 
food each week, please drop it in 
the offering and put evangelism in 
the memo. Let me know if you 
want to help in any way! 
  If you have any children or youth 
books to donate, place them in the 
fellowship hall. If you have any 
questions, please see Karen Lewis 
(865.705.5775). Above all please 
pray for this ministry and all the 
people involved! 

Lenten 
Emphasis 

2022 
Thank you 
for your 

special 
offering during Lent for the 
Pregnancy Resource Center.  
Our total offering was $459. 
Since 1986, the Pregnancy 
Resource Center of Blount 
County, TN has helped women 
cope with unplanned 
pregnancies and consider their 
options in a compassionate and 
supportive environment.  

 

 

 
We will recognize Graduating Seniors on May 1.  
  High School:  
  Abby Caldwell  Emily Esquivel 
  Ben Carico  Daniel Floyd 
  Savannah Classon Caitlyn Jennings 
  Jackson Crabtree Emma Kilgore 
  Ethan Davis Anna Lewis 
  Carson Newman University:  
   Carson Wells 

During the month of May we will be receiving 
donations for the Dale Love Scholarship Fund. 
There are applications on the informational desk 
in the Narthex for the Dale Love Memorial 
Scholarship and the Robert and Callie Goddard 
Memorial Scholarship. To be considered, the 
Memorial Scholarship Committee must receive 

completed applications by May 31. Please put your completed application 
in the "Pastor's " mailbox inside the Sunday School building doors. You can 
mail your offering to the Church. MUMC, 2729 Middlesettlements Rd., 
Maryville, TN 37801. Be sure to mark your check for the Dale Love 
Scholarship fund. You also can mail your application. 
 



 

 
 

 
We have the dates for our summer mission trip. 
June 19-24. We will be going to Smoky Mtn 
Outreach again. Deadline to sign up is May 15. 

Camp Scholarships: We need donations to send 
our children to camp! Please drop your donations 
in the offering plate and put "camp" in the 
memo, any amount helps. On average most 
camps cost around $800 for a full week, so our 
scholarship is around $400. This is expensive but 
very worth it! The campers learn so much about 
God and His creation. 

 

Eternal Stewardship 
Designating a gift in memory of someone to an 
endowment fund will continue to honor the person 
forever. The Permanent Endowment Program 
Committee has established three particular funds to 
which any amount of money can be contributed at 
any time.  The funds are designated as: (1) Property 
Improvement, (2) Missions (3) Multiple Purpose. 
However, endowment contribution opportunities 
are not limited to these particular funds.  
Contributions may be made to any established fund 
at any time. Also, any individual or group can at any 
time establish an endowment dedicated to any of 
the church’s ministries.  There are people with the 
Holston Conference Foundation who can help you 
understand how to do just that.  Talk with the pastor 
or other members of the church’s Permanent 
Endowment Program Committee for more 
information about endowments.  

Middlesettlements Cemetery 
Decoration is always the second Sunday in May 
(Mother's Day). This year it is on May 8. We ask that 
flowers placed in the way of mowing be removed 
by the end of the following weekend, or they will be 
removed by the Association and/or mowers. 
Flowers placed on stones, either by a saddle or in 
monument vases, will not be removed. Anyone 
who owns a plot in Middlesettlements Cemetery is 
automatically a member of the Association.  

For Donations: Make check out to: 
 Middlesettlements Cemetery. 
c/o Peggy Morgan 

  2610 Grey Ridge Rd. 
   Maryville, TN 37801 

Mark your calendar for Vacation Bible School 
(Infant through 5th Grade) 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Dates are 
Sunday June 26 – Wednesday June 29. Dinner will 
be provided. 

Save the Date... We are going camping! 
We will have a church camping trip September 9-
11 in Cades Cove. We have a reservation for the 
group site. The group site will only accommodate 
tent campers. If you love to camp and prefer an RV 
or pop-up, please make your own reservation, and 
then you can come to the group site for group 
meals, Worship, and fellowship. If you are not a 
camper, please consider coming up for the day or 
a meal. 



 

 
 

Staff 
Melinda Andes, Organist 
Robby Clemens, Pianist 
Kate Keylon, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Rev. Magan Stubblefield, Pastor 
Joyce Overton, Secretary 
Rev. Jason Roe, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
David Wells, Worship Ministry Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Middlesettlements Cemetery  
Association Memorials 

Given in memory of Allen Ammons 
 Maria Carpenter Wright 
 Jim & Brenda Raper 
 Ted & Kelli Carver. 
 Kris & Karen Shinlever 

Given in memory of Kenneth O’Connner 
 Nick & Carolyn Hanser 
 Jim & Brenda Raper 

Given in memory of Joyce O’Conner 
 Jim & Brenda Raper 

Given in memory of Lynn Love 
 Jim & Brenda Raper 

 

 
Please keep Dale & Grace Sawyer and their family 
in your prayers as they grieve the loss of Grace's 
brother-in-law Leo. He is the husband of Grace's 
sister Mabel, who died in March.

 

Middlesettlements Memorial Fund 

 

Please write on your check to 
whom the memorials are for 
and put in the box for 
Memorials by the Church 
office, put in offering plate or 
mail to the Church. 

  Given in memory of: Lewis Trusty 
      by Jim and Brenda Raper 
  Given in memory of Callie Brown 
       by Jim and Brenda Raper 
  Given in memory of Betty Cox 
       by Jim and Brenda Raper 
  Given in memory of Juanita Brown 
        by Jim and Brenda Raper 

 


